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It was not until 1992, in the face of widespread rapes of women in the former Yugoslavia, that the 

issue came to the attention of the UN Security Council. On 18 December 1992, the Council declared 

the “massive, organized and systematic detention and rape of women, in particular Muslim women, 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina” an international crime that must be addressed.  

Subsequently, the Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY, 

1993) included rape as a crime against humanity, alongside other crimes such as torture and 

extermination, when committed in armed conflict and directed against a civilian population. In 

2001, the ICTY became the first international court to find an accused person guilty of rape as a 

crime against humanity. Furthermore, the Court expanded the definition of slavery as a crime 

against humanity to include sexual slavery. Previously, forced labor was the only type of slavery to 

be viewed as a crime against humanity. 

The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR, 1994) also declared rape to be a war crime 






